GCSE History: Paper 2 Marking Training
1H10-2409/01

British Depth Study

Exemplar response 1

Q1 Describe a feature (2 marks)

Richard and John Qla, mock papers adapted from 2024

Question

1(a) Describe one feature of the feudal system.

Target: Knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period.
AO1: 2 marks.
Marking instructions

Award one mark for a valid feature identified. The second mark should be awarded for supporting
information.

e.g.
e The feudal system organised society (1), with the king at the top of the hierarchy (1).
e Tenants-in-chief held land (1), and provided knights for the army (1).
s Peasants were at the bottom of the hierarchy (1), farming the land (1).

Accept other appropriate features and supporting information.

Feature 2
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Q2 Analysis of causation (12 marks)

Getting Started Guide, pp.36-37.

Mark 12-mark questions Level Mark 12-mark questions Level
0 No rewardable material. 7-9 | e An explanation is given, showing some 3
1-3 i . o 1 analysis, which is mainly directed at the
° A S|mple or generalised answer Is given, conceptual focus of the question. It shows a
lacking development and organisation. [AO2] line of reasoning that is generally sustained,
Limited knowledge and understanding of the although some passages may lack coherence
topic is shown. [AO1] and organisation. [AO2]
e Accurate and relevant information is included,
showing good knowledge and understanding
of the required features or characteristics of
4-6 An explanation is given, showing limited 2 the period studied. [AO1]
analysis and with implicit or unsustajned links Maximum 8 marks for answers that do not
to the conceptual focus of the questlpn. ,It address three or more aspects of content.
shows some development and organisation of
material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]
Accurate and relevant information is included,
showing some knowledge and understanding 10- | e An analytical explanation is given which is 4
of the period. [AO1] 12 directed consistently at the conceptual focus
of the question, showing a line of reasoning
that is coherent, sustained and logically
structured. [AO2]
e Accurate and relevant information is precisely
selected to address the question directly,
showing wide-ranging knowledge and
understanding of the required features or
characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]
No access to Level 4 for answers that do not
address three or more aspects of content.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-9-1-getting-started-teachers-guide.pdf

Early Elizabethan England Q1(b) (2024)

(b) Explain why the Spanish Armada was defeated.

You may use the following in your answer:
= Sir Francis Drake
- the use of fire ships

You must also use information of your own.

Early Elizabethan England Q1(b) (2024) — indicative content in mark scheme

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

Prior to the launch of the Armada, Sir Francis Drake had led a successful attack on the Spanish naval
base at Cadiz, so that when the Armada was eventually launched, it was lacking in provisions.

Sir Francis Drake was experienced in using guerrilla tactics at sea and so was able to assist Lord
Admiral Howard in planning a successful campaign to attack the Armada at every stage.

The formation of the Armada broke up because the English sent fire ships into the Spanish fleet while
they were at anchor at Gravelines. This destroyed one of the Armada’s strengths.

The English navy used its long-range artillery and more manoeuvrable ships to lead successful
attacks on the Spanish ships as they sailed up the English Channel.

The Spanish had failed to capture any deep-water ports prior to launching the Armada. This meant
that, when they arrived to collect the Spanish soldiers, they were unable to dock close enough.

Bad weather and strong winds disrupted the Armada’s formation and prevented it from regrouping.
This meant that the Armada had to sail north around Scotland, leading to its almost total destruction.
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Exemplar response 2

Early Elizabethan England Q1(b) (2024)

(b) Explain why the Spanish Armada was defeated. .
aduice , P

(12)
You may use the following in your answer: = Byl
Sir Francis Drake ol M
the use of fire ships ADBEL.,

You must also use information of your own.
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Activity 1: use the mark scheme on p.2 above to form a ‘best-fit’ judgement as to the Level
and mark for Exemplar response 3 below.

Exemplar response 3
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England Q1(b) (2024)

(b) Explain why the Normans built so many castles in England during William I's reign.

You may use the following in your answer:
« England’s border with Wales
- rebellions

You must also use information of your own.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must alse be credited.

Relevant points may include:

s Castles were built to protect England from invasion, along the borders with Wales and Scotland as
well as on the coast.

+ Castles, such as Exeter, Nottingham and York, were built as part of the Norman campaign to control
areas where there had been Anglo-Saxon rebellions, thereby ensuring suppression of the local
population.

s After the Battle of Hastings, castles that had been built when the Noermans first invaded England,
were strengthened and used as bases for the conquest of England, e.g. at Pevensey.

* In order to enable their military effectiveness, the Normans built castles to accommeodate their
soldiers and horses.

s Castles were built to provide an administrative centre for the surrounding area, and to act as status
symbols for important individuals, e.g. earls.

«  With William I absent from England for long periods of time, castle-building was necessary as a
symbolic reminder of Noerman power.
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Exemplar response 3
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England Q1(b) (2024)
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Q3/4 Judgement question (16 marks)

Getting Started Guide, pp.36—37.

Level

16-mark questions

Level

16-mark questions

Mark

No rewardable material.

A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking
development and organisation. [AO2]

Limited knowledge and understanding of the
topic is shown. [AO1]

The overall judgement is missing or asserted.
[AO2]

An explanation is given, showing limited analysis
and with implicit or unsustained links to the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a
line of reasoning is not sustained. [AO2]

Accurate and relevant information is included,
showing some knowledge and understanding of
the period. [AO1]

The overall judgement is given but its
justification is asserted or insecure. [AO2]

5-8

e An explanation is given, showing some analysis,
which is mainly directed at the conceptual focus
of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that
is generally sustained, although some passages
may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included,
showing good knowledge and understanding of
the required features or characteristics of the
period studied. [AO1]

e The overall judgement is given with some
justification, but some criteria selected for the
required judgement are left implicit or not
validly applied. [AO2]

Maximum 11 marks for answers that do not address

three or more aspects of content.

9-12

e An analytical explanation is given which is
directed consistently at the conceptual focus of
the question, showing a line of reasoning that is
coherent, sustained and logically structured.
[AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is precisely
selected to address the question directly,
showing wide-ranging knowledge and
understanding of the required features or
characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]

e Criteria for the required judgement are justified
and applied in the process of reaching the
overall judgement. [AO2]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not
address three or more aspects of content.

13-
16

(c) (i) ‘After the death of Edward the Confessor, Edgar the Aethling had the

strongest claim to the throne!

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

- family connection between Edward and Edgar

«  House of Godwin

You must also use information of your own.
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Exemplar response 4
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England Q1c(i) (2024)
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Anglo-Saxon and Norman England Q1c(i) (2024) — indicative content in mark scheme

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited. The grouping
of points below does not imply that this is how candidates are expected to structure their answers.

Relevant points which support the statement may include:

As a member of the Saxon royal family, Edgar’s claim was strongest; as Edward’s great-nephew, he
had the closest blood tie to the king.

Edgar’s family connection to Edward was reflected in the name *Aethling’ given to him, which meant
‘throne-worthy’, showing that many regarded him as worthy of the role of monarch.

Edgar’s claim was strong as, for much of his childhood, he had been brought up by Edward and his
wife Edith, with many regarding Edgar as Edward’s adopted son.

Relevant points which counter the statement may include:

Harold Godwinson had a strong claim to the throne; Edward had nominated Harold, who came from
the powerful House of Godwin and had shown military success against Wales.

William, Duke of Normandy’s claim was strong as he maintained that, in exchange for supporting
Edward against a rebellion from Earl Godwin, Edward had promised him the throne. William also had
the support of the Pope who claimed that Harold’s coronation was unlawful.

Harald Hardrada’s claim to the throne was strong as he was a powerful warrior and argued that his
father, Magnus, had been promised the throne by Harthacnut, the son of a previous king.

Edgar’s position was weak as he was only 14 years old in 1066, he had no wealth, no army and no
military experience at a time when England needed a ‘warrior-king’.

The weakness of Edgar’s claim was reflected in the Witan’s decision to favour Harold Godwinson. The
decision reflected the needs of England at a time when there were threats of invasion from both
Norway and Normandy.
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Activity 2: use the mark scheme on p.8 above to form a ‘best-fit’ judgement as to the Level
and mark for Exemplar response 5 below.

Exemplar response 5
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England Q1c(i) (2024)
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Period Study
Exemplar response 6

Q1 Explain a consequence of .... (2 marks)

Superpower Relations and the Cold War Q1, mock papers adapted from 2024

Question

1(a) Explain one consequence of the Prague Spring (Czechoslovakia, 1968).

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequence [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].
AO2: 2 marks.

AO1: 2 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-2 e Simple or generalised comment is offered about a consequence. [AO2]

* Generalised information about the topic is included, showing limited knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

2 3-4 o Features of the period are analysed to explain a consequence. [AO2]

¢ Specific information about the topic is added to support the explanation, showing
good knowledge and understanding of the period. [AO1]

Consequence 1:
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Superpower Relations and the Cold War Q1 (2024) — indicative content in mark scheme

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

« Dubcek’s reforms encouraged oppositicn to communist rule in Czechoslovakia with the formation of
the Social Democrat political party, which wanted even more reform.

e The Soviets and other eastern European governments, concerned that Czechoslovakia might leave
the Warsaw Pact and allow NATO to expand, sent troops into Prague and removed Dubcek from
power.

« Soviet fears of any further challenges to communist rule led to the Brezhnev Doctrine, which stated

the USSR’s right to intervene in its satellite states if events were seen to threaten the security of the
Eastern Bloc.

+« The Soviet invasion was met with protests from the West, especially from the USA and Britain, but
without any direct military support for Czechoslovakia.

Activity 3: use the mark scheme on p.14 above to form a ‘best-fit' judgement as to the
Level and marks for Exemplar responses 7 and 8 below.

Exemplar response 7

Superpower Relations and the Cold War Q1 (2024)

1 Explain two consequences of the Prague Spring (Czechoslovakia, 1968).
~
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Exemplar response 8
Superpower Relations and the Cold War Q1 (2024)
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Exemplar response 9

Q2 Writing an analytical narrative (8 marks)
The American West Q2 (2024)

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Donner Party expedition.

You may use the following in your answer:

shortcut

snow blizzards

You must also use information of your own.

Level | Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

* A simple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis
and organisation of the events included. [AO2]

* Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is shown. [AO1]

* A narrative is given, showing some organisation of material into a sequence of
events leading to an outcome. The account of events shows some analysis of the
linkage between them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and
organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the events. [AO1]

* A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events
leading to an outcome. The account of events analyses the linkage between them
and is coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

* Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [AO1]

No access to Level 3 for answers which do not address three or more aspects of
content.
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The American West Q2 (2024) — indicative content in mark scheme

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

A group of 300 migrants, led by the Donner brothers, left Missouri for California using the Oregon
Trail in May 1846.

The party split into two separate groups at the Little Sandy River, with 88 joining the Donners, who
were keen to take a shortcut they had read about in a book by Lansford Hastings.

Hastings, who was guiding another group, had left a note for them to follow a new trail, however it
was not easy to follow due to twisted paths and the fact it had not been marked out the same way
the Oregon Trail had been.

Arriving at the Great Salt Lake Desert, the expedition believed Hastings claims that it would take
only two days to cross, but instead it took nearly a week.

The group had started to cross the Sierra Nevada mountains by the end of October, when they were
caught in snow blizzards and trapped on the mountain.

Some members left to get help, those remaining started to die of starvation, resorting to eating the
dead to survive, until they were rescued the following February, with only half left alive.
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Activity 4: use the mark scheme on p.17 above to form a ‘best-fit' judgement as to the
Level and mark for Exemplar response 10 below.

Exemplar response 10

The American West Q2 (2024)
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Q3 Explanation of importance (8 + 8 marks)
British America Q3 (2024)

3 Explain two of the following:

The importance of the French and Indian War (1754-63) for relations between the
American colonists and the British.

The importance of Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763-64) for relations with
the Native Americans.

The importance of the Declaration of Independence (1776) for the revolution in
the American colonies.

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
1 1-2 e A simple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and
organisation of material. [AO2]
* Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]
2 3-5 ¢ An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]
e Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]
3 6-8 ¢ An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of
reasoning that is coherent and logically structured. [AO2]
e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AO1]
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British America Q3 (2024) — indicative content in mark scheme

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of the French and Indian War (1754-63) for relations between the American
colonists and the British.
Relevant points may include:

s To help win the war, the British raised the number of British regulars, which increased tension with
the colonists who disliked the additional military presence.

¢ The increase in the number of British troops led to tension over the cost of the war, as the British
expected the colonists to help fund the extra troops.

e The establishment of colonial army units for the war meant that various immigrant groups within the
colonies began to see themselves as a united force, rather than an extension of the British army.

* The British victory meant the colonists felt more secure with the threat of the French reduced,
resulting in less willingness to accept British regulations.
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Exemplar response 11
British America Q3 (2024)
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Activity 5: use the mark scheme on p.20 above to form a ‘best-fit' judgement as to the

Level and mark for Exemplar response 12 below.

Exemplar response 12
British America Q3 (2024)
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Levels/marks awarded on exemplar answers

NB The British depth study question numbering below is from the summer 2024 series, not the new

numbering in place from 2025.

British depth study
Exemplar answer 1 — Richard and John Q1a (2024)
Exemplar answer 2 — Early Elizabethan England Q1b (2024)
Exemplar answer 3 — Anglo-Saxons and Normans Q1b (2024) Activity 1
Exemplar answer 4 — Anglo-Saxons and Normans Q1ci (2024)

Exemplar answer 5 — Anglo-Saxons and Normans Q1ci (2024) Activity 2

Period study
Exemplar answer 6 — Superpower relations Q1 (2024)
Exemplar answer 7 — Superpower relations Q1 (2024) Activity 3
Exemplar answer 8 — Superpower relations Q1 (2024) Activity 3
Exemplar answer 9 — American West Q2 (2024)

2 marks

Level 4, 16 marks
Level 2, 5 marks
Level 3, 11 marks

Level 2, 7 marks

Level 2, 4 marks
Level 2, 3 marks
Level 1, 2 marks

Level 2, 4 marks

Exemplar answer 10 — American West Q2 (2024) Activity 4 Level 3, 8 marks

Exemplar answer 11 — British America Q3 (2024) Level 3, 7 marks

Exemplar answer 12 — British America Q3 (2024) Activity 5 Level 2, 4 marks
Finding support on the Edexcel website ‘ o
Bookmark this useful ‘cheat sheet’ - it contains information

on all the free support materials available on the website
to help you deliver GCSE History.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-support-materials-details-and-links.pdf

